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                      Report 2009‐10  

               International President 

     Monty R. McMinn, M.D. 

Introduction. 

No one plans to have cancer.  After I 
became disabled, I asked via telephone in 
January, 2010 for first vice‐president Robert 
(Bob) Smith, to assume the responsibilities of 
International President, pro tempore as I went 
though chemotherapy and the serious 
complications associated with it.  He accepted 
this unscheduled transition with grace and 
willingness to stand in until such time as I was 
able to re‐assume the duties and 
responsibilities of President.  I have not 
recovered, continue on chemotherapy.  
Despite reductions in the amount and type of 
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therapy, I am still unable to participate fully, 
as I would have liked. 

I am unable to accept any required 
activities except to fight this rare malignant 
tumor and its progeny and spend time with 
my loving and supportive wife, Becky, my best 
friend, my family, and my friends. 

I sincerely thank Bob Smith for his 
dedication to High Twelve International and 
his long service record here.  Even before he 
was third vice‐president, he accompanied the 
High Twelve group to Tokyo and Kyoto to 
deliver new club charters.  He was elected to 
3rd vice‐president, then 2nd vice‐president, 
then to 1st vice‐president, and finally 
International President Pro Tem at my request 
due to my illness.  I am filled with gratitude to 
have had the opportunity to work with Bob for 
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over four years now.  Most every week, when 
I was able, Bob and I spent one to two hours 
by telephone discussing High Twelve business.  
He tirelessly toiled in the quarries and for his 
support during my illness, I am thankful.  He 
has truly served the craft. 

To paraphrase Theodore Roosevelt, “It is 
not the critic who counts (most anyone can be 
a critic).  But the credit belongs to the man 
who is actually in the arena.  The one who 
strives valiantly, who errs because there is no 
effort made without shortcomings or 
problems.  The man who spends himself in a 
worthy cause, who—at the worst—if he falls 
short of ideal, at least fails while daring 
greatly.  For it is better to dare mighty things, 
even if checkered by disappointments, than to 
rank among those who neither enjoy nor offer 
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much because they live in the gray twilight 
that knows neither victory nor defeat.” 

Report of Activities. 

The High Twelvian. An early problem 
requiring immediate attention was an unpaid 
$5,000.00 invoice for printing our official 
publication, The High Twelvian.  Several 
Masons had received it. Many declared that it 
had multiple errors rendering it unacceptable 
to mail out to the entire membership.   After 
the printer and I negotiated extensively on 
High Twelve’s behalf, the eventual outcome 
was a reduction of the invoice to $2,000.00 as 
full and final settlement. 

Progress on High Twelve in Rome, Italy and 
Information on Regularity and Recognition 
and Changes in High Twelve Bylaws.  
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In August, 2009, Becky and I met Gianluigi 
Biagione Gazzoli and his lovely wife, Paola, 
and daughter, Verdiana in Rome, Italy.  
Brother Gianluigi has gathered more than 15 
Master Masons in good standing from the 
Grande Oriente d’Italia” (Grand Lodge of Italy  
or GLOI further referenced herein). The 
purpose of the visit was to prepare to charter 
the first High Twelve Club in this foreign 
jurisdiction.  The GLOI is in amity with almost 
all North American Grand Lodges to the best 
of my knowledge.  This is confirmed by Pierre 
(“Pete”) G. Normand, Jr., Vice‐Chairman, 
Fraternal Relations Committee.   

For your information, Pete is involved with 
the Conference of Grand Masters of Masons in 
North America (further referenced herein 
CGMMNA).  From his correspondence, High 
Twelve International would benefit greatly if 
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our bylaws clearly request High Twelve to 
admit members from “recognized Grand 
Lodges.”  

Furthermore, the Chairman of Fraternal 
Relations, Past Grand Master, Reese L. 
Harrison, Jr., agrees with Pete.  Both suggest 
our bylaws should reflect: 

 “Membership in High Twelve International 
is open to any Master Mason who is a member 
of a lodge chartered or warranted by a Grand 
Lodge that has been judged to meet the 
Standards of Recognition of the Commission 
on Information for Recognition of the 
Conference of Grand Masters of Masons in 
North America.” 

The CGMMNA is the largest conference of 
the Grand Lodges in the world.  It makes sense 
that the CGMMNA be the “Center of Union” 
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by which High Twelve determines membership 
eligibility.  For example, from the website for 
“The Masonic Society.” Roger Van Gorden, 
President of the Masonic Society, has a short 
article on why it chose the CGMMNA as their 
“Center of Union”.  

Moreover, The Commission of Information 
for Recognition concerning foreign Grand 
Lodges provides information about foreign 
Grand Lodges. It issues decisions on whether 
foreign Grand Lodges “meet their Standard for 
Recognition. ” At that point, individual Grand 
Lodges that are members of the CGMMNA are 
at liberty to make their own determinations 
about the “regularity” of those foreign Grand 
Lodges. 

It is not the task of High Twelve 
International to make rulings on regularity or 
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recognition of Grand Lodges.  This is why it is 
prudent to simply rely on the judgment of the 
CGMMNA and let each Grand Lodge decide on 
regularity, and those that follow their lead.   

In using CGMMNA determinations as the 
“Center of Union”, response to questions 
posed by foreign Grand Lodges on the matter 
of membership eligibility is satisfied.  This will 
alleviate and simplify angst as experience has 
revealed in Austria, Germany, Switzerland, 
and France.   

In order to avoid confusion, it is important 
the Grand Orient of Italy (Brother Gianluigi 
and his 15 fellow Master Masons’ Grand 
Lodge) not be called anything other than the 
Grand Orient of Italy.  Simply explained, the 
misuse of the term “Grand Lodge of Italy” can 
be easily misinterpreted to refer to the 
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“Regular Grand Lodge of Italy” which is an 
Italian Grand Lodge not recognized by North 
American Grand Lodges.  

The “Regular Grand Lodge of Italy” is not 
considered to be “regular” because it is a 
schismatic Grand Lodge that occupies the 
same territorial jurisdiction as the correctly 
recognized Grand Orient of Italy.  

The Supreme Council 33rd Degree, Scottish 
Rite Freemasonry. 

Between Oct. 3‐7, 2009, the Supreme 
Council 33 degree, Scottish Rite Freemasonry 
was held in Washington, D.C.  While there,  I 
made contact was made with fourteen Grand 
Masters,  Deputy Grand Masters and other 
33rd Degree Masons.  There was follow‐up 
communication with these and all were 
introduced to High Twelve International.   
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High Twelve Mid‐Year Convention. 

High Twelve International’s mid‐year 
convention was Nov. 18‐22, 2009 in San 
Antonio, Texas.   Harry and Phyllis Jameson, 
Don and Lydia Garrido, Nelson and Zola Dunn, 
Bob and Kathy Rodd, and Geneva Smith’s 
helping hands with the food and drink 
contributions were very much appreciated.  
Thanks to Loyd Smith for his assistance in 
getting the Hyatt Regency on the Riverwalk to 
provide less than $100.00 per night rooms, 
business meeting rooms and a hospitality 
room with complimentary snacks. 

Florida State High Twelve Association 
Installation. 

On a Royal Caribbean Cruise during early 
December 2009, the Florida State High Twelve 
Association Officers were installed.  Much 
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appreciation is due Ray Turner and his lovely 
wife, Ginny, who were always participating in 
their many duties, including entertaining 
Becky and me to the utmost. 

Grand Master’s Conference. 

During Feb. 20‐24, 2010, I asked Merv 
Harris to represent me at the Grand Master’s 
Conference in Arlington, Virginia.  His  
summary report was most informative and 
even with doubters, questions regarding the 
approved expenditures, Merv’s bold and 
underlined comment “I believe attending the 
Grand Master’s Conference is the best 
investment of time and money we can pursue 
for the betterment and future of High Twelve 
International”  indeed speaks a loud and clear 
message.  Additionally, kudus to Merv for his 
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monthly newsletter regarding High Twelve 
Club activities. 

 

The Grand Lodge of Texas Website and High 
Twelve. 

The Grand Lodge of Texas was receptive  

and agreed to attach the High Twelve 
International web page to the Grand Lodge of 
Texas webpage.  Check it out at 
www.grandlodgeoftexas.org/hightwelve   
Thanks goes to Erik X. Briseno, following 
telephone and email correspondence with me 
and consent from Grand Master Orville 
O’Neal.  

Every State Association is encouraged 
to accomplish this task so additional 
Master Masons may learn about High 12‐‐ 
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that we are a recognized appendant body 
in which membership is limited to only 
Master Masons in good standing with their 
respective Grand Lodges.   

We continue to encourage individual 
High 12 Clubs to include the word Masonic 
in their club name, for example, “Kyoto 
K&F Masonic High Twelve Club #749”.   

Additionally, the Texas Masonic High 
Twelve Association is developing  its own 
webpage. 

The 2009 Annual Convention and Proceedings.  

 “All Star Presidential Medallion”.  

An “All Star” Presidential Medallion”. 
designed by Monty R. McMinn, M.D., has been 
struck and manufactured by PinWorld under 
the direction of 3rd International Vice 
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President, Sid Leluan. This Presidential 
Medallion will be presented by the officiating 
International President at his discretion to 
individuals who have demonstrated special or 
meritorious activity for the betterment of High 
Twelve International.  The medallion is 
strikingly beautiful and it is hoped that it will 
be honored and worn by recipients at any and 
all High Twelve activities.   

For his professional cooperation in the 
manufacture of this medallion, 3rd 
International Vice President, Sid Leluan is 
deeply thanked.  A united consensus of 1st Vice 
President, Bob Smith, 2nd Vice President  Merv 
Harris, and 3rd Vice President, Sid Leluan was 
acquired before the medallion was produced. 

Conclusion. 
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Finally, the endless avalanche of cards, 
emails and phone calls were uplifting, positive 
and inspired me to continue to fight a good 
fight against this rare, but aggressive cancer.  
With much gratitude, Becky and I are thankful 
to have so many Brothers and Sisters—a true 
Masonic Family—comprising a lifetime of solid 
friends from all over the globe. 

In 1952, Harry Truman said “There is 
nothing new in the world except the history 
you do not know.”  The future history of High 
Twelve International is being written at each 
moment of its existence. May history reflect 
that our best efforts to promote brotherly love 
was successfully achieved in the spirit of our 
Constitution and bylaws, as amended.  

In 1775, William Preston expanded “on this 
principle, Masonry unites men of every 
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country, sect and opinion, and develops true 
friendship among those who might otherwise 
have remained at a perpetual distance.”  In 
the wholesome spirit of cooperation, 
consensus and collaboration, may High Twelve 
continue to grow.   

For my Brothers and Sisters, many of 
whom have become best friends‐‐I love 
you.  May each of you each have comfort 
on difficult days or nights, smiles and 
laughter when sadness intrudes, sunrises 
and sunsets to enliven and warm your 
hearts, hugs to surround you when spirits 
sag, courage to know yourself, patience to 
find the truth, and lots of love to complete 
your life. Becky and I send our most 
sincere love and affection to you all.   
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I now turn over the remainder of this 
year’s report to President Pro Tem, Bob 
Smith. Thank you, Bob. 

Fraternally, 

Monty R. McMinn, M.D. 

 President, High Twelve International, Inc. 

 2009‐2010 

 


















































































